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representation. I find here notices of a great number
of plays now lost, with the author's names, and several
entries that tend to throw a light on various particu-
lars which have been discussed in the preceding His-
tory of the English Stage, as well as the Essay on the
order of time in which Shakspeare's plays were writ-
ten. A still more curious part of this MS. is a re-
gister of all the plays performed by the servants of
Lord Strange and the Lord Admiral, and by other
companies, between the 19th of February, 1591-2,
and November 5, 1597. This register strongly con-
firms the conjectures that have been hazarded relative
to The First Part of King Henry VI. and the play
which I have supposed to have been written on the
subject of Hamlet. In a bundle of loose papers has
also been found an exact Inventory of the Wardrobe,
play-books, properties, &c. belonging to the Lord Ad^
miral's servants.

. Though it is not now in my power to arrange
these very curious materials in their proper places,
I am unwilling that the publick should be deprived
of the information and entertainment which they may
afford; and therefore shall extract from them all such
jiotices as appep to me worthy of preservation.

In the register of plays the same piece is frequently
repeated: but of these repetition^ I have taken no
notice, having transcribed only the account pf the
first representation of each piece, with the sum which
Mr. Henslowe gained by ita.

3 It is -clear from subsequent entries made by Mr. Henslowe
that the sums in. the margin opposite to each play, were not the
total receipts of the house, but what he received as a proprietor
from either half or the whole of the galleries, which appear to
have been appropriated to him to reimburse him for expences in-
curred in dresses, copies, &c. for the theatre. The profit derived
from the rooms or boxes, &c* was -divided among such of the
players as possessed shares. In a subsequent page I find-r-
'? Here I hegynne to receive the tyhole galleryes torn this day,